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Examiner 
Initial * 

References from U.S. Patent Applicatioii Serial No. 09/349,608 

1 Office Action dated 09/1 1/2000, 3 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/349,608. 

2 Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, date mailed 07/25/2001, 2 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/349,608. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/641,627 

3 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 09/20/2004, 7 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/641,627. 

4 Restriction Requirement dated 04/29/2005, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

09/641,627. 



Office Action dated 07/26/2005, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/641,627. 



Examiner: Date Considered: 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 02/03/2006, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/641,627. 



7 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 09/01/2006, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/641,627. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/429,858 

8 Restriction Requirement dated 04/1 7/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

11/429,858. 

9 Office Action dated 08/22/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 1 1/429,858. 

10 Restriction Requirement dated 02/05/2008, 8 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

11/429,858. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/641,600 

1 1 Restriction Requirement dated 09/23/2003, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

09/641,600. . . 

12 Office Action dated 02/1 1/2004, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/641,600. 

1 3 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 06/02/2004, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/641,600. 

14 Office Action dated 02/1 5/2005, 7 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/641 ,600. 

15 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 09/14/2005, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/641,600. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/641,220 

16 Office Action dated 12/18/2001, 3 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/641,220. 

17 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 07/01/2002, 5 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/641,220. 

Examiner: Date Considered: 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, wdielher or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to apphcant. 
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References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/776,410 

1 8 Office Action dated 06/29/2004, 3 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/776,410. 

19 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 1 1/12/2004, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/776,410. 



20 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 04/1 8/2005, 5 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/776,410. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/856,676 

21 Restriction Requirement dated 10/09/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/856,676. 

22 Office Action dated 01/24/2008, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/856,676. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/947,193 

23 Restriction Requirement dated 07/01/2003, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

09/947,193. 

24 Office Action dated 10/23/2003, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/947,193. 

25 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 05/14/2004, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/947,193. 

26 Office Action dated 09/1 5/2005, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/947, 1 93. 

27 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 01/26/2006, 5 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/947,193. 

28 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 08/16/2006, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/947,193. 



Examiner: Date Considered: 



^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant- 
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References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/429,725 

29 Restriction Requirement dated 03/26/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

11/429,725. 

30 Office Action dated 06/06/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 1 1/429,725. 

3 1 Restriction Requiremait dated 1 1/14/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No, 

11/429,725. 

32 Final Office Action dated 02/28/2008, 8 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

11/429,725. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/106,842 

33 Restriction Requirement dated 09/21/2004, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/106,842. 

34 Office Action dated 1 1/12/2004, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/106,842. 

35 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 03/14/2005, 6 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 10/106,842. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/132,740 

36 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 03/29/2006, 6 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 1 1/1 32,740. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/933,701 

37 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 06/30/2003, 5 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/933,701. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 1 0/674,91 1 

38 Restriction Requirement dated 08/22/2006, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/674,911. 



Examiner: Date Considered: 



^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next conmnmication to applicant. 
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39 Office Action dated 12/12/2006, 7 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/674,91 1. 

40 Restriction Requirement dated 07/02/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/674,911. 

41 Final Office Action dated 1 1/28/2007, 8 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/674,911. 

42 Office Action dated 04/22/2008, 1 0 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 1 0/674,9 1 1 . 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/766,513 

43 Office Action dated 06/16/1997, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/766,513. 

44 Office Action dated 02/1 7/1 998, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/766,5 1 3 . 

45 Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, date mailed 09/22/1998, 3 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 08/766,513. 

46 Response to Rule 3 12 Commimication, dated 06/02/1999, 2 pages, U.S. Patent Application 

SerialNo. 08/766,513. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/273,591 

47 Office Action dated 12/1 0/1 999, 3 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/273,591 . 

48 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 07/14/2000, 2 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/273,591. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/690,701 

49 Office Action dated 12/18/2001, 3 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/690,701. 

50 Office Action dated 09/25/2002, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/690,701 . 



Examiner: Date Considered: 



^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line duough citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of tiiis form with next conmnmication to applicant. ■. 
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51 Final Office Action dated 03/21/2003, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

09/690,701. 

52 Advisory Action dated 06/16/2003, 2 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/690,701. 

53 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 1 1/24/2003, 5 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/690,701. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/773,617 

54 Office Action dated 01/24/2005, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/773,617. 

55 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 04/17/2006, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 10/773,617. 

56 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 07/06/2006, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 10/773,617. 

57 Office Action dated 05/16/2007, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/773,617. 

58 Office Action dated 01/24/2008, 8 pages, U.S.- Patent Application Serial No. 10/773,617. 

59 Final Office Action dated 04/24/2008, 10 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/773,617. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/690,1 78 

60 Office Action dated 12/18/2001, 3 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/690,178. 

61 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 09/23/2002, 5 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/690,178. 

62 Office Action dated 03/07/2003, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/690, 1 78. 

63 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 1 1/24/2003, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 09/690,178. 

Examiner: Date Considered: 



^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. -j^^ 
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64 Response to Rule 312 Conununication, dated 01/21/2004, 2 pages, U.S. Patent Application 

Serial No. 09/690,178. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/751^34 

65 Office Action dated 01/27/2005, 6 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/75 1,334. 

66 Final Office Action dated 08/25/2005, 6 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/751,334. 

67 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 06/1 2/2006, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 10/751,334. 

68 Restriction Requirement dated 04/17/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/751,334. 

69 Restriction Requirement dated 08/09/2007, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

10/751,334. 

70 Office Action dated 0 1/25/2008, 7 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 1 0/75 1 ,334. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/045,619 

71 Office Action dated 06/15/2004, 4 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/045,619. 

72 Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due, date mailed 03/14/2005, 4 pages, U.S. Patent 

Application Serial No. 10/045,619. 

References from U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/150,914 

73 Restriction Requirement dated 07/27/2006, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

11/150,914. 

74 Restriction Requirement dated 10/18/2006, 5 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

11/150,914. 

75 Office Action dated 02/22/2007, 6 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 1 1/150,914. 

Examiner: Date Considered: 



""EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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76 



Final Office Action dated 12/12/2007, 8 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
11/150,914. 



77 



Advisory Action dated 02/07/2008, 3 pages, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 1 1/150,914. 



References Cited by Applicants 



While the filing of Information Disclosure Statements is voluntary, the procedure is governed by the guidelines of 
Section 609 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. To be considered a proper 
Information Disclosure Statement, Form PTO- 1449 shall be accompanied by a copy of each listed patent or publication or 
other item of information and a translation of the pertinent portions of foreign documents (if an existing translation is 
readily available to the applicant), an explanation of relevance of each reference not in the English language, and should 
be submitted in a timely manner as set out in MPEP Sec. 609. 

Examiners will consider all citations submitted in conformance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 and MPEP Sec. 609 and 
place their initials adjacent the citations in the spaces provided on this form. Examiners will also initial citations not in 
conformance with the guidelines which may have been considered. A reference may be considered by the Examiner for 
any reason whether or not the citation is in fiill conformance with the guidelines. A line will be drawn through a citation 
if it is not in conformance with the guidelines AND has not been considered. A copy of the submitted form, as reviewed 
by the Examiner, will be returned to the applicant with the next communication. The original of the form will be entered 
into the application file. 

Each citation initialed by the Examiner will be printed on the issued patent in the same manner as references cited 
by the Examiner on Form PTO-892. 

The reference designations "Al," "A2," etc. (referring to Applicant's reference 1, Applicant's reference 2, etc.) 
will be used by the Examiner in the same manner as Examiner's reference designations "A," "B," "C," etc. on Office 
Action Form PTO-1 142. 
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Date Considered: 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609, draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



